GARRETT | HEMANN

Elizabeth L. Polay

Principal Areas of Practice
School & Public Entity Law, Employment & Labor Law, Human Resource Consultation

Elizabeth Polay is a partner at Garrett Hemann and a trusted advisor to public school districts, education service
districts, and other public education entities across Oregon. Her work is grounded not only in a deep command of
school and public law but in a genuine understanding of the day-to-day challenges educators face. Before becoming
an attorney, Elizabeth taught high school mathematics in high needs and alternative education settings — experience
that continues to shape her clear, compassionate, and practical approach to helping school districts and education
service districts do their essential work.

Elizabeth’s clients rely on her for guidance that is both effective and accessible. She believes that excellent legal
representation should ease a client’s burden, not add to it. Whether addressing student matters, navigating special
education and disability issues, responding to civil rights concerns, or guiding districts through complaint processes,
she works to simplify complex legal concepts so her clients can stay focused on their students, staff, and communi-
ties.

Her practice spans the full spectrum of general counsel work for public school districts, including governance, policy,
investigations, public records and public meetings compliance, and risk management. A meaningful part of her
practice also includes labor and employment matters, including collective bargaining, in which Elizabeth helps
districts prepare for negotiations and develop strategies that reflect both legal requirements and real world consider-
ations. Elizabeth also has deep experience in handling special education and disability-related issues. Her steady
presence and thoughtful communication style give clients confidence in fast-moving or high-pressure situations.

Before joining the firm, Elizabeth practiced with a respected Portland school law firm and clerked at the Oregon
Department of Justice. She graduated valedictorian of her class at Willamette University College of Law, bringing
both academic excellence and practical insight to her work.

Outside of her practice, Elizabeth plays piano, organ, and violin, and sings soprano with the Portland Choir and
Orchestra — creative pursuits that reflect the focus, discipline, and balance she brings to her clients every day.

Education & Admissions Professional Distinctions, Affiliations & Experience
Willamette University College of Law, J.D., Marion County Bar Association
summa cum laude, 2014 Council of School Attorneys
Brigham Young University, B.S., 2006 National School Boards Association
Oregon State Bar, 2014 Oregon Women Lawyers
United States District Court for the District of Willamette Moot Court Executive Board: Judges Chair

Oregon, 2015
United States Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit, 2015
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