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Kenna R. Banford

Principal Areas of Practice

Civil Litigation, Medical & Legal Malpractice Defense, Employment & Labor Law,
Civil Rights Defense

Kenna Banford is an associate in the firm’s litigation section, where she contributes to the defense of medical profes-
sionals, healthcare organizations, and insurers in complex and sensitive matters. She brings to her work a steady,
grounded presence and a deep appreciation for the challenges faced by those working in high-stakes medical
environments. Her developing practice reflects a strong interest in medical malpractice defense and a commitment
to supporting clients with clarity, respect, and practical guidance.

Kenna’s path to litigation is shaped by her early experience in the healthcare field. Before entering law school, she
earned a degree in human physiology and worked at Salem Health during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. In
that demanding setting, she trained new staff, developed onboarding materials later adopted across departments,
and learned how calm communication and clear processes help professionals navigate stressful and uncertain
circumstances. These insights continue to inform her work with clients, particularly when cases involve technical
medical issues or emotionally challenging facts.

Thoughtful, approachable, and highly attuned to client needs, Kenna strives to help individuals and organizations feel
heard and supported throughout the litigation process. She works collaboratively with partners to evaluate risk, refine
strategy, and address fast-moving developments with measured judgment. Her professional philosophy centers on
being available, communicative, and empathetic — qualities she believes are essential to building the trust necessary
for effective representation.

A longtime volunteer in Oregon, Kenna has contributed to community efforts ranging from tree planting and beach
cleanups to food security and healthcare initiatives. She joined Garrett Hemann as a law clerk before returning as an
associate in October 2025. Outside of her practice, she enjoys reading, hiking, exploring new local restaurants, and
spending time with her family and friends.

Education & Admissions

Willamette University College of Law, J.D., 2025

University of Oregon, B.S., 2020

Oregon State Bar, 2025

United States District Court for the District of Oregon, 2026

Professional Distinctions, Affiliations & Experience

Marion County Bar Association

Multnomah County Bar Association

Oregon Association of Defense Counsel
Health Law Certificate, 2025

SOLVE Oregon, Volunteer

Willamette Law Review, Articles Editor, Former
Willamette Moot Court, Former
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