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J. Michael Keane

Principal Areas of Practice
Corporate & Business Transactions, Real Estate Law

Mike Keane spends the majority of his time acting as outside general counsel for closely-held businesses in a variety
of industries, including agriculture, professional services, real estate, manufacturing, and other business ventures.
Many clients rely on him for day-to-day guidance, long range planning, and a steady presence during high-stakes
decision-making. He also advises public entities — including school districts and special districts — with the strategic
insight needed to navigate regulatory frameworks, contractual obligations, and complex statutory requirements. As
the firm’s Managing Officer, he draws on firsthand leadership experience to offer advice that is both grounded and
realistic — ensuring clients are supported and well-informed at every step.

Mike works with clients who are often juggling significant decisions about their businesses, organizations, or public
responsibilities. His practice spans business transactions, entity formation, real property acquisitions, contract design,
and general business counsel. He also advises public entities — including school districts and special districts — with
the strategic insight needed to navigate regulatory frameworks, contractual obligations, and complex statutory
requirements.

Clients describe Mike as calm, attentive, and deeply committed to helping them make decisions with confidence. He
is known for listening closely, asking thoughtful questions, and offering straightforward, strategic advice that aligns
with each client’s goals. Whether resolving disputes, evaluating risk, or planning future operations, Mike brings strong
judgment and unwavering responsiveness to every engagement.

Before joining Garrett Hemann in 2013, Mike was a shareholder at Norton, Smith & Keane, P.C. in Denver, where he
focused on business, real estate, and government litigation. He graduated in the top 10% of his class from St. Louis
University School of Law and clerked for Judge Sandra I. Rothenberg at the Colorado Court of Appeals. Mike is active
in the community through his service on the Board of Directors of Catholic Community Services Foundation and on
the Executive Council of SEDCOR, where he serves as Vice-Chair. He was elected Managing Officer of the firm in
2020.

Education & Admissions Professional Distinctions, Affiliations & Experience
St. Louis University School of Law, J.D. American Bar Association

Truman State University, B.A., History Marion County Bar Association

Colorado State Bar, 2004 Colorado Special District Association, former Member
Oregon State Bar, 2013 Colorado Municipal League, former Member

Denver Bar Association

Garrett Hemann Robertson P.C., Managing Officer, 2020-Present
Home Builders Association of Marion & Polk Counties, Member
SEDCOR, Member

Willamette Valley Inn of Court
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